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and through this week, followed by a 
number of issues this week. We will 
begin the appropriations process very 
quickly and spend a focused period of 
time on prescription drugs and 
strengthening and improving Medicare. 

I yield the floor.

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, there will now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business until the hour of 1 p.m. with 
the time equally divided between the 
two leaders or their designees. 

The Senator from Wyoming. 

f 

ENERGY 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, al-
though it is morning business, I will 
talk about the energy policy we will be 
considering later today and for the rest 
of the week. I am delighted we are 
going to work on that. We have been 
working on an energy policy for some 
time. We worked on it last year and 
passed it in the Senate and the House. 
Unfortunately, the system we used did 
not produce results and did not go 
through the committees; therefore, we 
had problems when we got to the con-
ference committee. 

This year, we are back again and 
more committed to complete our work 
than we were last year. We should be. 
When we think about life, work, and 
the economy, what is more important 
than energy? Whatever we are doing, 
wherever we are, whether we are driv-
ing, riding, reading, cooking, energy is 
consumed. It is certainly something we 
need to think about, how it affects our 
lives and what impact we can have on 
energy. 

What we are talking about is an en-
ergy policy. It is important to remem-
ber that. We are not talking about an 
issue that needs to be resolved, a part 
of the energy issue that needs to be re-
solved this week or this month. We are 
talking about an energy policy. As we 
talk about it, I am hopeful we can try 
to see a vision of where we want to be 
in the future, what is necessary to be 
successful in the future, and that we 
can set this policy in terms of what we 
need to do 10 or 15 years from now. As 
we move toward that and make imme-
diate decisions we can gauge whether 
or not these decisions are useful in 
achieving the goals we have set for our-
selves. I think it is very important 
that we take a look at all the aspects 
of energy. We have gotten ourselves 
into a position where we have to rely 
about 60 percent on imports of oil from 
an area in the world that is very unset-
tled. So I think it is important that we 
take a look at conservation, that we 

look at alternatives, that we look at 
research, that we look at domestic pro-
duction, so we can find a policy for the 
future. 

As you will recall, one of the first 
things President Bush and Vice Presi-
dent CHENEY moved toward when they 
came into office was to set an energy 
policy, to begin to look ahead at what 
we need to be doing. They still, of 
course, are very involved in that. 

To achieve the kind of lifestyle we 
want in the 21st century, we have to 
have reliable energy and a clean envi-
ronment. These two needs are not nec-
essarily conflicting. We have to deal 
with them so they do fit together. 
They can. 

We need to modernize conservation. 
We obviously use more energy than is 
necessary. Sometimes we could make 
those changes just by our use. We can 
make changes by using different kinds 
of equipment. 

We need to modernize our infrastruc-
ture. Energy production has changed 
over the years, whether it is gas that is 
produced in the West and the markets 
are in the Midwest or in the East, 
where you have to have a way to get it 
there. We see more and more energy 
produced by merchant generators, 
ready for markets a good ways away 
from the generator, where you have to 
have transmission. 

We have to increase our supplies. We 
are going to be using more and more 
energy, of course. That includes renew-
ables. Excluding hydro, now renewables 
only amount to about 3 percent of our 
total energy use. That is not very 
much. There are great opportunities to 
do more. 

As we do it, we need to upgrade and 
increase our improvements for the pro-
tection of the environment. 

Of course, the thing that has become 
much more apparent to us lately is the 
need for security. So as we talk about 
energy, we have to look at security. We 
have to achieve energy independence 
for our economy. Certainly we will feel 
much more comfortable if we are less 
reliant on importing what we use. Oil 
and fossil fuels produce about 85 per-
cent of the energy used in the United 
States. As I said, if you include hydro, 
then renewables get up to about 7 per-
cent, but it is still a relatively small 
amount. There is more we can do about 
that. 

We have needed a policy. I come from 
a State that is sort of a foundation for 
much of the energy we use, particu-
larly fossil fuels, gas and coal. Wyo-
ming is a place where there is a great 
deal of that. We are third in the Nation 
in coal reserves. We provide 14 percent 
of U.S. coal. We rank seventh in oil 
production. We have reserves as well 
for oil and gas. So we have to do some 
things a little differently than we have. 

For instance, coal is our largest re-
source of fossil fuel. If we are going to 
use it increasingly, as I think we 
should, particularly for the generation 
of electricity, then we need to continue 
to work to make it clean. We need to 

have clean air. We need to have clear 
skies. We can produce cleaner-burning 
coal or in some instances we are look-
ing at ways where perhaps you take 
coal and produce hydrogen. That
makes it a little easier to transport. It 
makes it cleaner. Those are things we 
have to look forward to, and that we 
can do. 

Regarding the carbon that escapes 
into the air, we are looking at ways of 
carbon sequestration, putting it back 
in the ground. We can do that. But we 
have to have more experiments; we 
have to have more research. We have to 
have goals as to where we are going. 

In terms of infrastructure, I men-
tioned if you are going to move elec-
tricity, you have to have transmission. 
I understand that often transmission is 
not what people like to have in their 
backyards. Nevertheless, it has to be 
there. We had a good example of the 
problems with that in California a cou-
ple of years ago, where you knew the 
demand was there, the supply was 
somewhere else, and you had to get it 
to the market. 

As I mentioned, our attempt last 
year to move into some of these areas 
did not succeed. We did not go through 
the process as we have this year. We 
have had hearings. We have had com-
mittees. I thank Senator DOMENICI for 
keeping us on the right track to do 
that. 

So what kind of policy? We need to 
have some fuel diversity. We need to 
have different kinds of fuel. We are 
looking at hydrogen; I suppose we are 
looking at solar; we are looking at 
wind power. Many of those are avail-
able but, frankly, they are not eco-
nomical at this time. We have to do 
that. We have to strike a balance, as 
we move forward, with the environ-
ment. 

So there is much that can in fact be 
done. In this energy policy we will be 
considering, we have a title on coal. 
That is mostly to do some experiments 
on how that can be used cleaner or how 
it can be transformed. We are going to 
do something with Indian energy so the 
reservations can produce more energy 
than they have in the past. 

Some people kind of freeze up when 
you talk about nuclear energy. The 
fact of the matter is, in some States, 30 
percent of their electricity currently is 
generated by nuclear. It is probably the 
cleanest fuel we have. We have to work 
on the storage of the waste from nu-
clear, of course. 

We have great opportunities to do 
some things with renewable energy. I 
think we need to be a little careful in 
setting mandates that we are going to 
be at a certain place at a certain time 
because that can turn out to be very 
expensive and difficult. 

Regarding fuel efficiency, we can 
work on that in cars or whatever, and 
make them much more efficient than 
we have now. 

I mentioned hydrogen. The President 
indicated he thinks hydrogen is one of 
our best opportunities for a movement 
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